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Investigation of Culling Reasons on Holstein Cows in Iran
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The current study was conducted to investigate the culling reasons of Iranian Holstein dairy
cattle. Data were collected and investigated from 3226 herds of cattle that covered by the
Animal Breeding Center from 1993 to 2013 years. Based on the Results, the highest
frequency that causes to remove 356683 dairy cows from the herd during this period was
non-economic cows with 19.1 %. Infertility and reproduction abnormality with 17.98 % and
mastitis with 14.6% were allocated as second and third ranks, respectively. The frequency
of other culling reasons were included: infectious and parasitic disease, 10.75 %; the excess
8.94%; economic problems 8.157 %; lameness traits 4.8%; metabolic diseases 4.02 %;
genetic diseases 3.11 %; aging 2.48 %; physical damage 0.488 %and other factors 5.99
percent. Also, frequency of voluntary and involuntary culling were 35.487 and 64.513
percent, respectively. In involuntary culling, the farmer has no chance to select or eliminate

of animals.

—[ Key words: Culling reasons, voluntary culling, involuntary culling, Holstein cows. }
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